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A CHECK TO INFIDELITY, &c; 



BEFORE entering on this extenfive and important fub- 
je&, it would be happy if every one could- afcertain 
the nature and degrees of evidences, that man in his 
fallen and corrupt itate, ought to expect of the truth of 
chriilianity* fo far as to fatisfy his own mind. For, if the evi- 
dences of future glory were more flrong to good men, the 
ravifhment of hope would induce them to difregard the du- 
ties of life ; and if the evidences of the truth of chriilianity 
were more ftrong to bad men, their moral liberty would be 
destroyed, and faith would no longer purify the heart. 
But if thefe evidences rife to fuch a mediocrity as to render 
men virtuous by receiving, or vicious by rejecting them, 
in my opinion, they highly accord with the moral govern- 
ment of God, and are fuch as we ought to expect. 

The grandeur of God in the creation, and the harmony 
of the univerfe, have ever commanded the admiration of 
mankind. The variety of herbs and trees, flowers and 
fruits ; the degrees of heat and cold,moifture and drought ; 
the- proportion of night and day to the labour and refit of 
men ; and the length of fummer to the growth and matu- 
rity of fruits, demonftrate, that God has given a perfect ii- 
nifh to all his works : nor can the wifdom and experience 
of ages prove how any creature could have been better 
made, or more happily arranged. Hence, it is inferred, 
that if chriilianity alio, be of God, there ought to be a 
harmony and propriety in all its part?, which correfpond 
vith the works oF creation and Providence, and do equal 
honour to his wifdom, power, and goodnefs. According 
■'• thefe received and equitable principles, let us, with un- 
difguifed fintcrity and proper diffidence, pre fume to exa- 
^ mine the christian faith. And I hope it will appear, that 
God has done what was beft and fitted to be done, for the. 
refloration of his once noble but tk>« v^axx. ^&s^\vwv 
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He was made a fin-offering for us who knew no fin, that 
we might be made the righteoufnefs of God in him. 

I proceed— The Creator having permitted our fall 
and ruin to take place in the fir ft Adam, does it not vindi- 
cate his juftice from the imputation of feverity, that he hath 
permitted our recovery by Jefus Chrift, the fecond Adam ? 
If our original depravity was without our fault, our redemp-, 
tion was without our help. If we derive a corrupt and 
depraved nature from our parents, we may obtain a divine 
nature by Jefus Chrift. If the fall were attended with the 
lofs of Paradife, the recovery invefts us with the kingdom 
of heaved, and with innumerable bleffings which did not 
belong to a ftate of innocence. " Not as the tranfgreffion, 
fo is the free gift. Where fin hath abounded, grace hath 
much more abounded." We are now initiated into the 
myfteries of the glorious perfon and grace of God the Re- 
deemer. Man has here no caufe of complaint again ft his 
Maker,' but is laid under the higheft obligations of gratitude 
and love. 

In all difputes and differences which arife between nations 
or individuals it is fafeft to refer them to a wife and virtuous 
arbitration. The having recourfe to arms, or law, is a very 
unhappy way of terminating mifunderftandings. On this 
principle, nothing can be objected againft the mediatorial 
fcheme by Jefus Chrift. He is perfectly qualified for the 
office, being God and man in his glorious perfon ; and con- 
fequently, equally concerned for the divine honour, and 
the happinefs of human nature. In him our affairs are in 
the hands of a friend, a brother, and a covenant God. And 
would we wifh to take them out of his hands, and manage 
them ourfelves, or transfer them to fomc Socinian Saviour ? 

Does any fcheme of happinefs, ever prefented to the 
world, afford fuch comfort and hope, as a view of the per- 
fection and glory to which the human nature is elevated in 
the perfon of Jefus Chrift ? He was once encom parted 
with our infirmities, and with the forrows of death; bat 
dow is exalted to ineffable glory, and inverted with immor- 
tality and life. I fay, in his glorious perfon ; for in ihe. 
refurre&ion and afcenfion of our bl effect Lord, we have 
more than vifionary fchemes of happinefs. All KU <<a!cw 
, fiance and reality. " Handle irveV* tt\a\vfc> vv fcw. *^^\ 



hath not flefli ami bones, as ye fee me have." He fhewed 
hirafelf alive after his paffion for the fpace of forty days, 
talked with his difciples, at large -concerning his kingdom* 
and permitted them to witnefs his afcenfion to heaven. 

The entrance of the Son of God into this lower world, 
was not without aliappy arrangement and preparation for 
his coming. A fucceffion of prophecies and promifes had 
illuminated the ancient dffpenfations with increasing luf- 
tre ; and had Co delineated his character, as muft have diftin- 
guifhed him from thefons of men, and en fu red the detection 
of all impoftures. His offices and fufferings, had been adum- 
brated by a grand af&mblage of rituals ; and the unfading 
glory of the gofpel church refle&ed back by the tranfcient 
fplendour of the jewifli temple. Ik came to enlighten the 
nations, and attained the office of a fupreme teacher. He 
came to be a pattern of all re&itude and virtue, and placed 
himfflf on a level with mankind : he was fubjeft to pain t> 
poverty, forrow, and death. He did not choofe a favage 
and untutored age, for his advent, but an age, when go* 
vefnmebt, commerce, and fcience, had civilifed the nation's, . 
and rendered them more capable of embracing the gofpel 
revelation*. He did not refide in forae folitary ill and, or. 
remote pa/t of the world, but in judea, the centre of the 
nations. -, And the Jews being the only people which had 
retained the pure knowledge and worfhip of God, and the 
promifes of the Meffiah, which all other nations had nearly . 
loft, it was highly proper he (hould appear among them, 
and confirm the covenants made to their fatheis. We may 
alfo add, that his death being the greateft event that could 
occur in the hiftory of mankind, it was not proper it Ihould 
have taken place in the fir ft age of the world ; for then but 
one family could have attefted the tragic fcene, and the evi«' 
dene'e would have been too much obfeured by remote an-- 
tiquity : nor was it proper to have been delayed til! neat. 
the end of the world, left defpondency (hould have depriv- 
ed us of our hope. The happy accordance of all thefe,, 
and other occurrences, demonftrate, an admirable arrange- 
ment of our redemption, which is worthy of the Ruler of 
the univerfe, and ought to command the veneration of man- . 
h'ufi. The harmony in the kingdom of grace, in every refpeeV, 
coincides with the harmony of creation wv& wwastftft. 
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Wer (hall next take a view of the fulnefs of the gofpel, for 
completing the great work of regeneration, and making the 
foul an habitation of God through the fpirit.— Have we 
all ftrayed from the fold of innocence ? The good fhepherd 
is come to leek and fave that which is loft. Are we fur- 
rounded with the (hades of darknefs and death ? The light 
of life breaks in upon the mind, and difcovers the paths of 
righteoufnefs and peace. Are we defiled with our nume- 
rous iniquities ? Here is the fountain open for fin and for mi- 
cleannefs. Do we find ourfelves weak when ezpofed to 
temptation ? We are directed to weaken oor corruptions 
by a re a fori able felf denial, and are aided to vanquifh them 
by the grace of the Holy Spirit.— Is there a ftrong aver- 
' lion in our hearts to the ways of holinefs or duties of reli- 
gion ? The Lord overpowers our enmity with fuch a 
cloud of mercies and favours, that we can no longer refill 
the charms of his grace. Is there danger left the heart 
fhould be lifted up with the communications of God's love? 
He rectifies our comforts with croffes, and our talents with 
infirmities. In making facrifices for religion, and in fuf* 
iering prefent evils, do we need the fupport of a future re- 
tribution ? Rejoice, fays the Lord, and be exceeding glad, 
for great is your reward in heaven. Labouring under the 
complicated burdens of pain, forrow, ficknefs, and death; 
what refuge can be fo fui table as an approach to the 
\vounded fide of our incarnate God ? He has hirnfelf borne 
our ficknefies, and knows how to give comfort and hope to 
his dying faints. Being deprefTcd with increafing infirmi- 
ties, and daHy more weary of the infupportable wicked- 
! nefs of the age ; and having by long habits of piety become 
\ matured in grace, and filled with the love of heaven ; what 
\ can be more reafonable, than for God to indulge his fer- 
l vants with a translation to a better world ; and that the 
I foul returning back to God, may (hake off the curaberfome 
I body, and find the fulnefs of felicity in his bofom f Surely 
V then, the plenitude of the gofpel correfponds with the mu- 
# nifictnee of nature ; and thefe gifts of mercy and love are 
I •—equally worthy of the Creator's bounty. 
I The radience of the gofpel having rmde a proper diftinc- 
rtion between truth and error, vice and vurt»fe* ^rffcax Yajfc- 
■i per method could have been adopleAfot fa*. yfefes^ , *&Bft ^ 
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truth : to live as little children, artlefs and free from guile : 
to be unfufpicious in oar temper, and fervent in charity. 
To fhun the appearance of evil ;- to refrain from doing in- 
jnries; and to forgive one another. To be meek, patient, 
gentle, and eafy to be entreated ; not rendering evil for 
evil, but overcoming evil with good : and to be per feci in 
oil thefe virtues, as our father which is in heaven is perfect. 

Now, where is the fyftem of fuperftition, of philbfophy, 
or of daring infidelity, that ever prefented the world with 
sfyffon of mortis like this? Detached precepts, ait, indeed, 
found in their writings, fimilar to thofe of the gofpel ; bat 
ao regular fyftem can be colle&ed from their worto. The 
philosophers, who believed in a future ftare, were fo be* 
wiiddred with the vanity of human paffions, and with the 
mixture of good and evil in the world, that they were art- 
able, without the aid of Revelation, to draw the proper 
Jine of morality. And the priefb were regardlefs what fort 
of lives the people led : it was enough if they were votaries 
to the prevailing fuperftition, and brought their offering* to 
the temple. We, therefore, appeal to the bar of enlighten- 
ed reafon, and hoary experience ; and aflc, whether the mo* 
ratity of the gofpel be not admirably calculated to remedy 
the evils which afflict fodety. Whether any antidote can 
operate fo efficacioirfly in calming vindictive paffions, a* 
meekneft, forbearance, and kindnefs. Efau was pacified 
and fbftened by the prefehts and fubmiffibn of his brother; 
Saul arfo, when he round that David had taken his fpear", 
and fbared his life, exclaimed, "Thou art more righteous 
than I." And " Why fhould we not prefer," fays Neckar* 
u religions principles, which prevent crimes, to the rigour* 
of law, which punifh them." What is fo likely to induce 
mailers to be humane and equitable, as a belief that one It 
their matter, who is in heaven ? What can fo efficacioufly 
induce men to be holy, as a conviction *of the omnipresence 
6f God ; or deter them from fecret wickednefs, as a perfua- 
fion that God (hall judge the fecrets of men by Jefus 
Chrift ? 

We may have a fuller view of the excellence of Ghrifti* 
anity, by afking, what the effects would be, fuppofing a 
whole nation was to embrace the doctrines, and imitate thA 
fiety of Jefus Chrift ? Guilt, fear, and Ctaxm* wp&\Ss**&> 
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be chafed away from her coafts. The civil powers would 
fcarce need the aid of penal ftatutes ; for the love of re&i. ' 
tude and order wonld pervade all ranks of fociety ; and the ^ 
admonitions of the aged would be fufficient to reprefi the 
indifcretions of youth. Property would all be fecure with- 
out the precautions of locks and bars; for habits of tempe- 
rance and induftry would raife the people above the temp- 
tations of poverty, and the meannefs of fraud. The 
poor, whom age or infirmities had rendered incapable of la* 
bour, would then be fupported, not as pmtpers, but at 
brethren or fathers in the Lord. ~ The love of God and die 
love of man would infpire every bofom, and fongs of praife 
would dwell on every tongue. 

I am happy in having it in my power to fay, that I have " 
witnefied thefe^ effects of chriftianity in a considerable num- 
ber of families within the circle of my religious acquain- 
tance. Their cheerful piety, their heavenly conversation, 
their amiable tempers and obliging fimplidty of manners* 
have been to me, as the fragrance of herbs amid the heat 
offummer. I have alfo approached the chambers of ex- 
piring faints, and (ben their countenances fparkle with joy* 
fulhope. 1 have feen them look with fcorn on the pageantry 
and vanity of this world, and put their feet on the neck of 
the king of terrors. They have exulted in receiving the 
baptifm of their crucified Lord, and their faltering accents 
have fo expatiated on his dying love, and on the glory of' 
heaven, as to make me envious of their fitoatioir. . Here is 
realised all thatihiftory has. {aid of the conftancy 
?nd courage of the holy martyrs. Surely then that 
religion muft be from God, which endows us with theft 
divine fupports in the extremities of nature, and brings fo 
large a portion of heaven into jthe human breaft. 

We Oiall now take a view of the ihfpiration of the holy 
fcripture: and our dependence upon revelation will, be 
firengthened by confidering the chara&ers of the (aired 
writers, and the accompKfhed predictions. The di^nte- 
reftednefs of Mofes is the firft obfervation that comes before i 
us, and does him the greateft honour as a prophet. He few 
She Jews firongly inclined to idolatry, and knew they 
would want no incitements to it, from the furrounding na- 
tionsj and from the corruptions of their own hearts ; and 
_ 1*» 
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yet/he gave his own tribe no portion in the land but the 
tenths. Mull he not have forefeen, that if ever the nation 
, forfook the true religion, his brethren would all be ruined ? 
Alfoin the nomination of a fucceffor, his own children and 
near kindred were overlooked, and Jofhua appointed from 
another tribe. He muft be ignorant of the fentiments of a 
parent, who does not feel the force of this argument. 

The character of the holy prophets, in like manner, is 
altogether agreeable to the expectations or notions we might 
ijeafonably frame of the minifters of heaven. Their call 
was extarordinary, their piety deep and unfhaken, their 
perfecutions various and faerc> and their lives devoted to 
their, facred millions. The (implicity and majefty of their 
. ftyle, the flrength and decifion of their arguments, give us 
a fublime character of God fpeaking to the nations, by the 
mouth of his anointed fervahts. 

And furely if any teftimony were ever defcrving credit, 

it is that of the Apoftles ; for, i . It is acknowledged by 

believers and unbelievers that there was fuch a perfon as 

Jefus Chrift. 2. His difciples affirm the things they had 

heard him fay ; the miracles he had performed in their 

prefence ; the promifes he had made them. They affirm, 

that they fa w him alive after his refurredlion : -not once but 

often : not in one place but in many : not by a few felett 

friends but by great numbers ; and all thefe things are very 

capable of evidence. 3. The Apoftles were plain artlefs 

men, who devoted their whole life to the conversion of man» 

kind. 4. They muft have been either the beft or word of 

me» ; for they could not have been deceived in thofe things, 

which were plain objefls of the fenfes. 5. Had they been 

bad men and impoftures, they would have betrayed one 

another- 6- Or had the Apoftles and brethren been them- 

felves deceived, it is more than probable, that they would 

have retired in fhame to their own houfes; but their tefti- 

[ mony was uniform and ftedfaft to the end of life, and they 

never retraced in the times of perfecution. 7. Their tef- 

i , timony expofed them to the hatred of priefts, the contempt 

" ' of philofophers, and the perfecution of the magiftrates ; and 

- I what was more intolerable, the rage of the populace ; and 

i yet they perfevered, and cheerfully laid down their lives 

A i m confirmation of their do&rine. S . TW\t u&usflte} h**s> 
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in fupport of virtue and truth, which defpife the aid of ar« 
tiHce and impofture. 9. The apoftles were not the emifla- 
ries of any court or faction ; they were not employed in - 
making profelytestoany popular religion ; they were fome- 
times obliged to labour with their hands, and fome times 
fufFcrcd nakednefs and hunger: they never were ace u fed 
of feeking wealth, cafe, and honour 5 and on thefe accounts 
their teftimony is free from fufpicion. 10. They bore 
their teftimony in the nation and cities were all thefe things 
were done ; they bore it at the time they were done • 
and in the face of thofe rulers, who had crucified their 
mafter ! and who wanted neither authority nor inclination 
to deleft and punjfh them. 1 1 . They promifed remiflion 
of fins, and the gift of the Holy Ghoft to all who believed, 
in Chrift ; and furely if the great multitudes that did be- 
lieve, had not experienced thofe heavenly comforts, they 
would have let chriftianity fink into oblivion as the vifionary 
wonder of the age. 12. They fpake nothing but what 
Moles and the prophets had faid would come to pafs $ and 
therefore their teftimony was in harmony with prophecy 
from the creation. 13. If any doubted, becanfe Chrift 
would fuffer none to be witneftes of his refurrection but 
the Apoftle and brethren, they appealed to the miracles 
wrought in his name ; and if his a fee n (ion were called in 
queftion, they appealed to the gift of tongues; "He hath 
fhed forth that which ye now fee and hear." 

But the grand teft which confirms the infpiration of the 
holy fcriptures is, the linking and incontrovertible accom- 
plimment of near a thoufand predictions. And thefe pre- 
dictions have refpecled every age of the world, which at all ' 
times has fupported the faith and patience of the Saints, by 
giving them to fee the exact accoroplifhment of {Same part of 
God's faithful word. The earth has, not been deftroyed a 
fecond time with water. Gen. viii, 21 . The fceptre was 
departed from Judah, at the birth of Chrift, and fwayed by 
Herod, the Samaritan. Gen. xlix, 8, 9, 10. Proud Nine- 
veh is in ruins. Nah. i, ii* iii. Imperial Babylon has been 
fwept with s befom of deft ruction. Ifa. xiii, 1.4. Opulent 
Tyre has been covered with the nets of fifhermen. Ezek. 
xxvi. 4, 5. And ancient Egypt has been ftripped of. her 
glory, and made the bafeft of all the polifhed nations. la 
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the New Teftament, and in the writings of the primitive 
fathers we find not lefs than five hundred predictions of the 
Old Teftament, which have received their accomplifhment 
in the perfon of Chrift, and in the fpread of the gofpel. 
Refpe&ing the Jews, many of the prophets foretold, that 
they would harden their hearts again ft the gofpel, and reject 
the Mefliah. Thedeftructiohof Jerufalem was foretold by 
Daniel, ix, 26. by Chrift, Matt;, xxiv, and by St. Paul, 
Heb. x, 25. Mofes faid, that Ifrael fhould be fcattered 
among all people, from one end of the earth eve!n unto the 
other. Deut. xxviii, 64. Hofea, that they fhould abide 
many days without a king, and without a prince, and with- 
out a facrifice, and without an image [or cherubim,] and 
without an ephod,and without a teraphim : afterward that 
the children of Ifrael fhould return and feek the Lord their 
God, and David [the Mefliah] their king, and fhould fear 
the«Lord and his goodnefs in the latter days. *iii, 4, r; 
Our Lord alfo faid, that the Jews mould be led away cap- 
tive, to all nations. Luke xxi, 24. Refpecting the gofpel 
church, our Lord faid, that his difciples mould increafe as 
a grain of muftard- feed; that the gates of hell fhould not „ 
prevail againft them ; and that the gofpel fhould be preach- 
ed among all nations. The apoftacy of the church, and 
the rife, marks, duration, and fall of the antichriftian em- 
pire, have all been fully and correctly pointed out by a 
. iucceffion ofthe facred writers. Dan. vii, 25. Matt, xxiv, • 
15. 2 ThefT. ii. 1 Tim. iv, 1. 2,' 3. Rev. xiii, 11. 

What an aftonifhing group of events are here wrapped 
up in the fcroll of prophecy. Men, cities, and nations 
pointed out by names, as the objects of the divine companion 
©r vengeance, and the circumffances detailed, many ages be- 
fore, with a precifion that equals the correcteft hiftory . Surely 
then the facred writers could only have known thefe by the 
infpiration ofthe Almighty, before whom futurity is with* 
out a covering, who calls the things that are not, as though 
they were, .and doth whatfoever he will in the armies of 
heaven, and among the nations of men. Bcfides the evidence 
we receive from prophecy is of a nature, that increafes in 
proportion as Providence accoroplifhes the predictions. It ls> 
therefore, much ftronger to us than to the ancient christians. 
We dwell as on a high mountain, which commands a prof- 
peel of the fulfilment of God's faithful promifes, and whicK 
azures us, that all the remaining £tw&\fc* itl^t&v^, '^ 
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ery of the church, Ihull in lib* manner be cor 

(ketch of the accompli fhmeni of prophecy, 
5 fueeefiion of ages, we dif cover a Striking r«. 
lichehriftiamty beat) 10 the works of nature, 
account, it is equally worthy of the wifdom, 
>odncfs of God. In the creation, God com- 
d his works. Every tree, plant, and herb. 
1 the power of propagation within hfelf. Th« 
oom unfold, the brunches grow, and the fruitj 
: progrtfs of the fenfons. So it is ivitlrchrif. 
difplayed in the branches of the covenant, in 
ypis and fhadows, in the bloom of prophecies 
, and in the full ripe fruits of the gofpel dif. 

in fyftem is far too perfeft to be of human in. 
e grandeur and fublimity of its doflrines, it; 
.ude and purity, iti rewards and ponifhmenrs, 
nmate harmony of all its parts, give it afinifti, 
' correfponds tvith the works of creation and 
Ifthis fyftem be compared with literary pro- 
. Codes of civil law, with epic poems, or with 
ived hiflories, it exceeds them as much as the 
e exceed the works of art. And can it be 
Percr and his brethren , framed a fyftem which 
:eds them all J Had they fabricated the gef- 



the in/fcircd writers have lamented with tears, that the 
number of thofe who practically believe is fo very fmall. 
The chrMHan religion, being fo admirably calculated to 
promote the glory of God, ana the happinefs of mankind, 
at might hate beta foppofed, that all the world woujd have 
nmbraccti it at one** and that entteatits and exhortations 
would fevee have had any piaee i» our rainiftry. Bftf 
tfcb U no objection ageinft revelation i for (he obvious 4*» 
tks of natural religion arc equajly difregarded . Juftife, 
aaercr, and faith, temperance and ohaftity, filial obedient* 
*»d divine homage, for the motb part, have held bqt a. pre * 
carious and fnbordinate rank in the hiftory of man. The 
primary caofe, why the gofpel U wanting in frcpfft* it un» 
oonbtedly the extreme corruption^ of our nature. Nor it i| 
nUbanrof>jeclion 9 thatchrift!anity 9 at this day, isnQte?tead+ 
cdtoau the world* It didfiiffictendyforead in the firft age*. 
and had itt minifiera retained the apojtolic fpirit, it wonh} 
long ago hare prevailed in every nation . Befides ajtet; the 
npoftate church had become disfigured and punifhed by a$ 
inundation of corruptions, the heathen* could hayc <teriv*4 
no advantaget by embracing it. They might as well have 
retained the vice* and idolatries of paganifm, as exchanged 
them for the vices and idolatries of the antichriftian church. 
But whenever thefe corrnptions (ball be reformed, a&£ 
chriftianity refume its excellence of temper, both rcafei} 
gnd prophecy affure us it will be propagated with a rapidity 
equal to the primitive ages. 

The late alarming and akneft incredible progrefi of infi- 
delity is to be afcribed to the loft of this excellence of temper, 
and to the ncg)e& of teaching the principles of chriftianity in 
onr£chools;and families. When a raw youth Uexpofed'to the 
{beers of wary unbelievers, he is readily prevailed upon to 
give up a religion which lays his paffions under fo many 
rcftraints ; which he is told, is fo contrary to reafon ; and 
which his parents and tutors never thought worth explain- 
ing in any clear and fatisfa&ory manner* 

The alarms of infidelity have, however, produced fome 
food to the caufe of truth. The ableft pens have come 
iorward to defend the cbriftian faith ; and never was there 
a learned difputation, in which fo decided a victory was 
obtained, as the defenders of thechriftian faith have gained 
over every cJafs of infidels . But', aXa* \ viWt «*. vb**»*m» 
rcr&oBS which thefc writtagi tavt tM&tt \* ^^ ^ v! 
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religion has hereby been kept In countenance, and that the 
daring fpirit of infidelity has in fome degree been kept 
down, it is nearly all the praife we can bellow. For what 
is thevanquifhed deift to do? Shall he go for abfolution to 
the pried, whom he fees wallowing in fin ? Shall he take 
him for his guide who is evidently leading his flock aftray r 
Sooner than fubmit to fuch a degradation of his reafon, he 
will caft himfelf on the mercy of God, and take his lot 
with all the heathen nations. There is alfo a grand defect 
in thofe writings, as well as the writers. In all the Boyle 
and Bampton hectare, we find very little (aid concerning 
the doctrines of the Holy Spirit, and the great work of re- 
generation. And what it more afflictive, fome of oar 
greateft prelates have beftowed abnndauce of learned la* 
boar to ridicule and dilcard thofe doQrines. If this be 
chriftianity, what advantages can be derived by embracing 
it ? Will a mere change of opinions ameliorate our condi- 
tion ? Do not the fhameful lives of nominal chriftians every 
where prove, that the chriftian dodrines have fcarce any 
effecl where Chrift is not formed in the heart the hope of 
glory? 

This was not the primitive way of propagating the gofpel. 
The apoftles conftantly demonftrate the truth of their doc- 
trines, by the gift of the Holy Spirit. This kind of evi- 
dence was equally plain to the learned and unlearned ; and 
unlefs it be Aill enforced, chriftianity cannot be defended > 
with effect. " He that believeth,"fay they, "hath the 
witnefs in himfelf. No man can call Jefos Lord but by 
the Holy Ghoft. Our gofpel came not unto you in word only J 
but in power, in the Holy Ghoft, and in mnch affurance.* 
The offices and graces of the Spirit are proroifed in fuch 
diftincl and appropriate terms, as fcarce to leave the inquire* 
a poffibility of miftake. He is promifed to be a comforter* 
•—to guide us into all the truth— to fhed abroad the love 
of God in onr hearts— to be within us as a well of water, ' 
fpringing up to everlafting life— to baptize us with fire.*-* 
He is promifed as a fpirit of adoption, crying abba Father. 
•—A fpirit of grace" and fupplication.— And a fpirit of wif- 
dom and revelation in the knowledge of God. In thefe 
characters and offices have the faints of all ages received 
him ; and though they may have differed a little in the 
mode of their expreffion, yet are the prominent features of 
perience precifely the fame. Hence, it is infered* 

that 
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that if a man be not feeking for virtue, as well as truth, he 
is deftitute of the eflential qualification to find it. The in* 
•vifible glories of the gofpel can be difclofed to thofe only* 
who are breathing after purity of heart. " If any man will 
do the will of the Father* 99 fays Jefus* " he fhall know of 
my doctrine, whether it be of God.** 

Similar to this is the advice of Rouflcau, on the title-page. 
He was himfelf a moft diftinguifhed champion in the caufe 
of infidelity* but after maturer reflection embraced chriftian- 
ity, and wrote in its defence. A perfon of his literary 
eminence* who had run the career of fafhionable fend men ts* 
and finally attached himfelf to revealed religion* it might 
be fnppofed, would feel much for the fceptical part of man* 
kind* and his inftru&ions be regarded with attention,. 
€t Imitate* 99 fays he, " the Cyrils* the Auguilines* and the 
Bafils, thofe great geniufts of antiquity, whofe minds were 
tailed above the corruptions and errors of their age to the 
fuperior light of revelation. Like them* commence your 
researches* by feeking virtue* whofe divine flame alone can 
(hew the path of truth. Extinguifh your vicious propenfi- 
ties ; difmifs your daring refolutions ; become docile* Ample*, 
chafte* and model! ; and approach with humility the fane* 
tuary where truth is concealed." 

Should this fketch of the reafonablenefe of chrMHanity 
fell into the hands of any who are earncfUy defirous to find 
the truth* and refolved to pot religion to the tefc* by devout- 
ly pleading its promifes at the throne of grace* I Jhonld in- 
deed account it one of the richeft favours of heaven to ren- 
der them fome further aid in the affairs of their falvation. 
With a view to this* I beg leave* as one that hath obtained 
inercy*toaddrefsthemc^thef^eatifflpastattceafa change 
of. heart, and a religions life. 

My dear friends, and feBbw-pertaters of oar Creator's 
bounty : open youvbofom to conviction* and be not on* 
willing to know the word of jronr moral depravity. Take 
a& impartial and deliberate view of alt thole fins which lay 
fceavjeft on.voor confeience* and make yon afraid to die* 
famine clofcly {heir atrocity* and all the anmvatbg civ* 
tmnAances that auended them* and In doing this* vou 
wfllifad them cosjprftrd with a multitude ofother fins* 
although of inferior magnitude. " Who c*-t-uutaftaatV 
>verroi^orcou^tJsenntnbetQl^W»^^ . ^ ^ 
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ing fituation to which they have reduced you. Thfc 
holy law has made manifeft your fin, and the righteous God 
has pronounced yon guilty. His mercy fnfpends yon over 
hell, while his juitice is importurfate to cut the thread, and 
then you fall into your own place. In a fituation, fi> truly 
alarming, let not the vain purfuits of life,* foot h you into a 
fatal {lumber. It is the extreme of folly to defpife the juf- 
tice of omnipotence, and of impiety to abufe his mercy. 

Confider how the Lord Jefus hath wept— and bled-— and 
died to put away your fin ; and how earnestly he intercedes 
for yon in heaven. Confider his long-fuffcring and kind* 
nefs, the means he employs lo effectuate your converfion, 
and all the riches of his grace which are prefented to you in 
the gofpel. He (hews you his bleeding hands and feet— all 
his grief and pain for fin, —-and then the fountain that gufh- 
eth from his fide ! ! I Hear ho* he expoftulates with the 
wicked. O Ephraim, Ephraim my Son, how lhall I give 
thee up. My relentings are kindled.— How {hall Healthy 
deftrudtion. O what a look of love he cafts on your 
wretched foul. And can von crucify him again, by de- 
fpifinghis mercy and retaining your fins ? Can the plea- 
sures, the momentary pleafaTes of a fenfual age, compenfate 
for the lofs of heaven, and for bringing down on your 
guilty heads the wrath of a vindictive God ? 

Perhaps Satan and your deceitful heart fuggeft, that you 
are young, that God is merciful, and that yon may fafeljr 
defer your- repentance to a later period. Confider again* 
I entreat, the nature and tendency of fuch a thought, before 
confideratjon be too late. Is not this to afk long life and 
all temporal happinels of a bounteous God, and then to 
offer him the decrepitude of old age. How long, I prayV 
would any matter bear with afervant who fhould talk nod 
act after thia manner ? 7 fear you are not -aware of the^ 
fallacy of thts temptation; If yon are* unwilling : to part 
with your fins, and repent to day, yon will be more oni 
willing to-morrow , for your heart will be hardened in prfc- 
portion as you increafe in guilt.' If this warning be urtat* 
tended with fuccefs, what 'hope then can be entertained 
that any future warning will have more effect ? Hence by. 
rejecting grace to day, you know not but you reject it fori 
ever. ' + ' '• ■ • • r * 

Admitting, for the moment; 'thel^VrJ^fe^^ 
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«ven then, your lo& would be incftimable ; for you would 
have no time to grow in grace, and to glorify God by a 
life of aftive or fuficring piety. Thofe who have ferved 
the Lord from their youth, have borne reproach and per- 
fecution, and made a great progrefs in knowledge and ho- 
linefs, will afluredly be qualified to receive a larger degree 
of glory and happinefs than thofe who are plucked as brands 
from the burning. Perfonal rewards, in glory, fhall be 
given in proportion to our holinefs, fufferings, and works. 
He that had gained five talents, was made lord over five 
cities, and he that had gained ten talents, was made lord 
over ten cities. And fhall men who boaft of reafon and 
knowledge, a£l a part Co very irrational ? Shall they barter 
the eternal glories and happinefs of heaven, for the momen- 
tary pleafures of fin ? Nor mould it be overlooked, that if 
repentance be now deferred, you have merely, a very pre- 
carious hope of ever obtaining it. And if you mould pre. 
fume to afk mercy in your affliction, you leave to Satan a 
jail ground to fuggeft, that as you reject the Lord while 
young, he will now rejeft you when old : whereas, if you 
now repent, and turn to God, you have a thoufand explicit 
promifes, that the Lord will in no wife caft you out. 

Say not as fome, that the wicked are happy ; nor indulge 
a' wim to Imitate their life. When you fee them chearful 
and gay in company, fprightly and facetious in their recrea- 
tions, yon fee but a falfe view of their chara&ers, when God 
and futurity are abfent from their minds. Be a flu red, 
they are as far from real happinefs as yourfclves. See them 
when their wifhes are fru ft rated, when their pride is mor • 
tined, and you hear them blafpheming one another with a 
fury like demons : or fee them purfuing their lulls to the 
utter ruin of foohfh and unfufpe&ing females ; and fay, 
whether they can be happy, who make others miferable. 
Look at their end, when vice has fuperindoced dif- 
eaie, and rendered them incapable of pleafure. Their fa- 
milies conceal them in their chambers left the alarming fitua- 
tion of their minds fhould tranfpire, and left any one fhould 
(peak to them concerning religion. A wretch in this fi ta- 
ction, it abandoned by all his voluptuous companions : or 
fltattM 4 few have the hardinefs to fee the termination <A%. 
nnfnf life, it is but to increafe Yvis vjttxcV^Titfe V? VMr, 
arfdfcbnVe hopes. «• Have a good Yve*u" fcj fc*i * % Vam* 
op j*mt Jpfcfo 9 you will foon tec w t ? Mvo> ^V» ^«j 



tired from Us chamber, they fay, * Ala*! poor man, he it 
not long for this world. If this man uke a view of the 
gay and pleafurable fcenet he once enjoyed, they do bat 
incrcafe bit miftay j Jbr he cannot enjoy them now ; and 
if he look forward to futurity, the very thought is infup* 
portable* He finks between thefc precipices, like a map in 
an earthquake, and the rocks falling on both fides complete 
his defiru&ion. from this inundation of vice and mi&ry 
there is no retreat, but to the ark of Jefus Chrift; for allflwU 
perifh who are not encircled with his arms. 
* Be not difcouraged, nor fay as many do, that you cannot 
refift the ibice of temptation and refrain from fin ; for that 
were to charge yoar tolly anon your Maker/ Honour and 
nolitencfs do on a thoufana occafion* reftrain men/soot 
an, which proves that God hath not forsaken them, 4nd 
that by wetcbfulneft and prsyor the/ migfu refrain on .alt 
occafions. 

That the human-depravity might he no exeofc for fin* 
the Lord lefts has reftored the freedom of the will, #sWl 
exalted fallen jnamtgaki, by the grace of the now «§**> 
nant, to a fiats of probation. His Spirit ftrivee with snarn* 
and convinces htm of fin. One, two, or five : talents asja- 
delivefed fcoallhisfiwantt; andAeg^t^livfcfjttoe^cry 
creature. The grace of God that ibrtog*h fetratioti featfe 
appeared to til sneo, teeehiog us that dc«ytaii#godtitjsia ^ 
and worWlyde&rcswe ihcHUdlWeibbeTly,H^M)eouQy K and * 
.godly in this patient world, looking for that bkflcd hum* 
and the filorfMassppearance of the gi*;*>Ge<J, said emr Sa- 
viour Jsms Ghiift.*-4f *njr oatur*inciine «s to tcftfoatilp # 
ganger, and pride, the snotioas of his fcrace incline ftsto 
saeekneft , parity, and 'love. tV -the^xasaple of- had ntfe 
jftompt us to srtoa, the eaamplojofigoqdsneti psomptt m ts> 
virtue. If evil aagebtertfrt and Muce «Ho-fin 9 gaodasH 
4<isai^e vap rea 4y t<>wara%^ai>Areirigve^>fronait. Wats it 
j^tisk«xmfideasa»Wof Abie snaraJ liberty, iaw«mW be aWiwd 
Jo call the bUad>*> fee, 'the deaf to hear, and the dead to 
wwake. rAf*d,tsVtthisfraceisg£veifc^ « 

lion for the refutation ofholimafs, is snaaKeft fixxn univar- 
< Jel experience, jtmsi heathens, and cbrLKans, have ierved 
•God in the mm perilous times and profligate coasts. 
JHenoeg if we da penA, oar sain .is «ot do he {attributed - ft» 
r imaginary decrees, to the fisll of Adam, or the.fiMm 
sjv/ttstjaaj it is becaufc arc jrajccVthe iwuKtirffiod 
til ourfelves. ' Cha 
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The human nature being fo far ennobled, as to be raifed 
again to a ftate of probation, an infinity of happinefs or 
mifery have their centre in every man's bofom ; and he is 
now called. upon to make his choice, whether he will have 
Chrift and his crofs here, and glory hereafter ; or whether 
he will remain the dupe of fin and delufive happinefs till 
he falls under the weight of folly and vice, and under the 
frowns of Almighty God. To hefitate is a crime, and 
finally to rejeft the gofpel is the confummation of guilt.— If 
thefe truths have met your thoughts and moved your heart j 
if they have revived or added to your foimer good impref- 
fions, beware of loofing them as heretofore. 

Let the tear flow ;— Let the heart relieve itfelf in the 
fweetnefs of contrition, and by earned fuppli-cations to Al- 
mighty God.— -Retire to your clofet, and there, on your 
bended knees, enter into covenant with your Maker. Yes, 
by a noble effort of the foul, which angels (hall admire, and 
heaven applaud, refolve at once to difengage yourfelf from 
all the enfnarements of vice, and to dedicate all your future 
life to God, according to the doctrine and example of his 
Son Jefus Chrift. 

Some who are difpofed to a holy life, fuffer much per- 
plexity for want of proper ideas concerning the nature and 
necemty of the new birth, which is the gate of life, and the 
only way to the kingdom. Many in reading the fcriptures 
in a manner overlook it; 'and propofe, by abftaining from 
in, and living righteoufly, to obtain the divine favour. This 
k depending on our own good endeavours for j unification : 
oral lean\ it is affociating them with the merits of Chrift, 
which is highly improper. All that a finner can do, is, 
to ufe the grace he has received of the Lord ; for who can 
bring a clean thing out of an unclean ; or how can the de- 
filed prepare themfelves for the bofom of the Juft and Hoi/ 
One? We mud therefore receive the Holy Spirit, to be in us 
t principle of regeneration, that we may be made partakers 
tt the divine nature, and renewed after the image of Chrift 
K in righteonfnefs and true holinefs. By grace we are faved 
through faith ; and that not of ourfelves, it is of God. Not 
of works, left any man mould boafr. Thus, except a man 
brbbrn of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God. 
f Tome then with a humiliating fcnfc cS ^o*x taSAsjS* 
[ «■! mi&ry, and of your total inabVKty x*V<^i*ws^ 
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Takeatiewofthel/mi Jcfot as wiffingnndab^tofcte* , 
yon to the uttermoft, end caft yonr foul on hi* merit* in> * 
Jbme fuch words is thde: for** The point of importance it* - 
the inward difpofitioo of the minds whew* the de p e nd e nc e 
for pardon, and hetiacA, it retiljr {dneeds not what afcg 
toigttaga k to which men ajmiewis winieivc** 

[AntaofWthOTconn^ndalprsycjr.J 

Q ! moft giecioeeradppshi^and f>ortfwIUdee»er,JhW 

poor fallen -cw^ufe^MiMB toholdc«tsj^.wAge# tgetofc 
thy truth and grace, jyefrroct. to come and fevfiva* et;th» 
door. Have co pp s ft e o upon me according t» the how w V 
of thy merer, and abundant loving tindoef. 1 have fin- 
ned againft heaven, and to thy fight i finned time* wkhoe* * 
number againd thy light and love> and has* no refuge ha* 
thyopenanns. If thoo-ceft me off, I a* loft and onion* fin* 
oner. Remember* I befeesh thee, all thy grief mi pete* 
aM**g«i&>»»d death forme* and aH thy isajn of nacrekn 

* towards a Saner long fought* . end long porfneA lnsw 

boJdenw} by theft, I oome end ML* thy feet. look a» 

thine agony, and give me peace j on thy farrow) em) wipe) 

away my tearei on thy woted*an4 haetlmy beofcew heart. 

Let not Satan einlt in taking si* prey from the hancTof 

the mighty s nor let the corruption of my natofe be ftronge* 

than the power of thy greoer-r-Q Lord* to defiance #f we? 

unbolt leohiewledge thy wiUtomfr »faj* * Ariel* 

worm. The OeeMing>ef thy blond tomom%*t*% thy wb% 

Engncfr an waft away my Gmi th* laving down of dip 

life* convinces BK,2mwwittiwj.t^ wwV 

the estondtogof thy arm* prow** thy leadineft in roots** 

inetothebo^ofthgenartnwtogiove. TVpromifetaia 

invitation* mfer the weery and heavy laden. far the none 

and w»«u:hf4,^th<jhA and tlw bitted. Theyallidea* 

#yiByaaie t a^ewni9tow^thcbkftng. Omeftcenv 

nafionaie High. Weft, I /here xyjsne in tt^ own anpoinsxd 

way : I come geUry to receiee a pardon t mtfcrahfc to oh* 

tain mercy i and weetched tone made happy. I cornea J 

poor captive to be l&ereted, hdrjeft and empty to befiHcd 

with thy power end gtacc; and loaded wkb fin to embrace 

|hy joftifying favour. Here I faH at thy feet, and would 

pro&nte with greater humilty s I would grieve with a deep 

frcompun&ioa * but ktthe ckft&oUtaf mafoi covet my 

J&rmhkst and the delays J* jnfineey«&4* ** 
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©fthymtrey. Hide thyfacefrom my fins, andbkrtoutallmy 
tranfgrefliOh*; and for the glory of thy great name, u let it 
be unto me according to thy word." 

While the fecrets of your heart, in this manner, are d ifclof* 
ed at the throne of gn*e, it will not— it cannot be long before 
your fool is brought rmVlibcrty. The Father of Mercies, 
cannot behold your diftrefcfrom the higheft heavens, and 
forget his companion. The Saviour cannot fee your forrows, 
and hear your groans, and forget hisagony in the garden, and 
all his fufferings on the crofs. He oJriy fufpends the blef- 
iing till your heart is prepared to receive it : and whenever 
that is the cafe, the love of God mall be fted abroad in 
your heart by the Holy Ghoft. Then you are bora of God, 
and made a partaker of that holincfs, without which no 
man ihall fee the Lord. 

But mould the bleffing be delayed, let not your hopes 
fail. Wait for it in the frame already defcribed ; wait with 
earneft expectation, and with a grateful patience that your 
ftate is not worfe $ and as the fun breaks forth on a dark 
and cloudy day,fo will the Lord furprife you with a vifit of 
his love, and lift upon you the light of his countenance. Or 
fhould you be weak in faith, and favoured only with the 
drawings of the Spirit, and with intervals of lucid hope : 
or at moft, with no more than the momentary glows of 
God's love ; be not difpirited, for you may yet attain to 
the meafure of the fulnefs of Chrift. You are not to hide 
the one talent, becaufe you have not five. The greateft 
fairits had once a weak beginning. Let the clofet ftare in 
the duties of the day ; fearch the fcrrptures ; read the ex- 
perience of eminent chHftiansj exercife yourfelf in hymns 
and fpiritual fongs, and your faith and love will abundantly 
increafe. 

But the moll effef&ual help you may expect in the affairs 
of your falvation, is, to be derived only from chriftian fel- 
low/hip. The young trees which difplay the loxuriancy 
of their branches in a nurfery, would moftly be chilled or 
broken, if diftributcd onthe mountains ; and the difference 
is nearly fimilar between a man who is happy in his religi- 
ous connections, and a man who conceals his good hnpref. 
lions, and daily expofes himfelf to the enfnarementB of tri- 
fling company. "They that arc pY*TteV\Ti ^WrtSfctR 
the Lord, {hall flourifh in the cowtts rf cjnxx Cs*^ ~*— 
(hall Ml bring forth fruit in o\d *£«. n 
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That you may not while young or inexperienced rrikfce 
an unenlightened choice of your, religious conrvclions, the 
f.icre J writers have laid down the invariable oharacleriftics 
of a true chriftian church. She maintaip* the divine au- 
thority of God's revealed word, and piakcs it the ultimate 
juJg: of all her do£trine and difciplme. 2 Pet. i, 19. Her 
members can give a rational account of their converfion. 
Aibxix, 2. They love one another. John xiii, 34; 3c. 
They pray every where. 1 Tim. ii, 8. They exhort one 
another daily. Heb. x, 2c. They fet their affeflLions on 
tilings above ; and not on the things of the earth. Col.- iii, 
2. To chriftians of this defcription, you mould not hefi- 
tate to communicate the inward feelings of yoar mind, and 
to unite with them in the clofeft bonds of fcllowfhip and 
love. When once you have found fuch a people, whether 
in the eilablifhment, in a methodift fociety, or a diffenting 
congregation, be cautious how you leave them : bear with 
their infirmities, admonifh offenders, and feck their profpe- 
perity.; .that you may be approved at the coming of the 
Lord, and received into the church above. 

To thofe who make light of the gofpel,and all the warn- 
ings they receive from it3 minifters, I would add, that God 
is the judge between us and you. Our fituation is critical 
and important. We muil blow the trumpet, and be pure 
from the blood of all men. The loveofChriftconftraincth us; 
becaufe he hath laid down his life for your falvation. " God 
was in Chriit reconciling the world unto himfelf, not im- 
puting their trefpaffes unto them ; and hath committed 
unto us the word of reconciliation. Nowthen, wc arecm- 
taiTadors for Chrift, as though God did befeechyou by us: 
we pray you in Ch rift's flead, be ye reconciled to God."— ■ 
" Alas ! my friends, what more ihall I fay ? Could I find out 
any more weighty arguments, any more plain* ferious, and 
affedting forms of addrefs, though my urength were impaired 
by the earncftnefs of it 5 and though a vain, wretched, un- 
believing world mould deride that earneftnefsasenthufiafm, 
yet I would enforce them. Nay, who that knows the worth 
of immortal fouls, would not go on to plead in fuch a caufc, 
though minutes and hours were to be ftruck off from his 
life for every word he utters in it, could even fuch an ex- 
peafive fcrvicc be feci>rc of fuccefs." Dr* Doddridge's fcra, 
Hcb. vti, 2$. 
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